
Dear Representative/Senator                , 

As your constituent, I would like to thank you for your commitment to serving the people of 
Louisiana. As a citizen of Louisiana, I am writing to urge you to join the coalition of parish 
presidents, GNO Inc. and representatives from several areas of the state in supporting any and 
all legislation which addresses the deficiencies in the Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform 
Act of 2012.  

As a taxpayer and a supporter of the coalition, I would like to see the NFIP maintain its solvency 
without placing the brunt of the burden on homeowners in special flood hazard areas. Everyone 
agrees that the program needs to implement changes which would fiscally stabilize the National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) currently in debt, but at what cost. Many of your constituents 
will see their rates increase exponentially, regardless of their claim history, and despite the fact 
that they complied, in good faith, with the elevation requirements placed before them several 
years ago, only to face new elevation requirements because the area in which they live was 
remapped by FEMA.  

The Biggert-Waters Act fails to take this into consideration, and has not made provisions for 
these homeowners to be grandfathered in so that their rates rise steadily and reasonably with 
the cost of living. Instead, these homeowners will face exorbitant increases which can lead to 
unintended consequences. Reports indicate that homeowners could face rates as high as, or 
even more than $25,000, when in previous years they may have only paid a fraction of that 
amount. As a result, the housing market in these areas in particular, could see a marked drop-
off. All citizens, whether in Louisiana or elsewhere throughout the U.S. will see an increase in 
some degree to their own flood insurance premiums, and the housing market overall will suffer. 
The very lifestyle many have worked for and enjoyed for decades could realistically be snatched 
away within one calendar year. 

Please consider the inherent imbalances in the Biggert-Waters Act which will affect your 
constituency directly, and support any and all efforts to address these imbalances. I sincerely 
feel that it would be in the best interest of the place we all call home. Feel free to contact me to 
discuss this matter further. 

Sincerely, 

<Your Name> 
<Your Address> 
<Your City, State, Zip> 
<Your Email Address> 
<Your Phone Number> 
 

 

https://scalise.house.gov/contact-me/email-me
http://www.landrieu.senate.gov/?p=contact 
http://www.vitter.senate.gov/contact/email-senator-vitter 
 




