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Past, Present, Future 
 

 
Good Afternoon. Thank you, to everyone here today, who has chosen to take part 
in this ceremony. I would like to thank my husband, Joe, and my entire family for 
their ongoing support throughout my first term, and for their continued support as 
we embark on my second term.  

 
As I stand before you, entrusted with four additional years in this leadership role, 
it is both humbling and gratifying.  It is humbling to see the level of support from 
throughout St. Tammany and to know that you have given me this opportunity to 
continue to work on the goals my administration has laid out, and built upon —
accountability, transparency, customer service, and cooperation.  
 
It is gratifying to realize how supportive and interactive the citizenry of our 
community truly is. How much each and every one of you are invested, through 
your volunteerism, your voice, your actions, and your commitment to the place we 
call home. Together, we are St. Tammany. We are one St. Tammany. We may come 
from different towns, cities and villages within these 854 square miles, but we are 
bound by what matters most to us — our pasts, our present, and our future.  
 
Our past is what our community is borne from— our traditions, our culture, and 
our heritage— our way of life, our very identity. This foundation has given us our 
well-grounded sense of place, our deep-seated sense of pride, and fueled our 
passion for St. Tammany, which we strive to instill into each new generation. Over 
the past four years, we have fostered this identity in many ways.  Through 
economic development, we have brought jobs for future generations; through the 
creation of the Presidents Veterans and Military Affairs Advisory Council, we work 
more closely with our local veterans groups insuring they have the recognition, our 
sincere thanks and support they so strongly deserve; and through the creation of 
the St. Tammany Levee, Drainage and Conservation District we now have more 
control over our own flood protection. 
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We are continually recognized nationally for financial responsibility, the best use of 
technology, and for our entrepreneurialism. 
 
 
Our present is dynamic and energizing. It is reflected in the ways in which each of 
you make time to build a place where your children, and their children, can reap 
the benefits of your investment in what is so clearly important to you — a superior 
quality of life. It is our educational excellence, diverse employment opportunities, 
entrepreneurial brilliance, unblemished natural beauty and resources, artistic 
distinction, and a tightly woven sense of place. These are the things that define us. 
These are the things we have worked to achieve and continue to work to maintain 
every day, in the here and now. To that end, we continue, in Parish Government, 
to streamline services, to evaluate our daily practices, and to make improvements 
where necessary.  
 
And our future. As St. Tammany continues to come into our own, grow and mature, 
it is imperative that we work collaboratively to shape the course for this future. Our 
rich culture, diverse economy, exceptional quality of life, and profound sense of 
community, are characteristic of the people who live here, the businesses that 
thrive here, and the many who serve here. Our future, and its continued greatness 
depends upon everyone. It depends upon our ability to bring our ideas to the table 
through meaningful civil discourse and respectful interaction. 
 
Starting now, we step into that future. Because of your input and your support, our 
future will include timeless, multi-generational projects like, The Cultural Arts 
District; through our vision for a Cultural Arts District including a Performing Art 
Center we will provide a venue for the many talents of St. Tammany Parish 
residents; the St. Tammany Advanced Campus, which gives our graduates other 
options for continuing their education; and Safe Haven — a comprehensive, 
continuum of care for behavioral health which will be a model born out of 
necessity, not only for our state but regionally and nationally.  We will make St. 
Tammany Parish the premier community in this region, and in the State of 
Louisiana, and I will continue to welcome and encourage citizen involvement.  
 
As we grow, and build and change and prosper, we will in many ways always remain 
the same.  
 
The same community who applauds one another in times of prosperity and unifies 
in times of need. 
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The same community whose culture and artistry have reached world-renowned 
status. 
 
The same community who leads in forward-thinking innovation.  
 
The same community with an indelible appreciation for long-established traditions 
and deeply rooted families, who at the same time, welcomes newcomers earnestly 
and heartily.  
 
The same community with an entrepreneurial creativity and spirit, unparalleled in 
the region.  
 
The same community that I, most of you, and many of our families, have called 
home for so long.  
 
Home. There is no other place that I would rather give that title. 
 
No other place I could be more proud and grateful to serve, in a job that I absolutely 
love.  
 
Thank you, St. Tammany. 
 
Thank you for giving me another opportunity to open the door to our future. 
 
 
 


