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EDUCATION IN OUR PARISH
St. Tammany Parish has 56 public and 24 private schools that are high performing local services for families.
The St. Tammany Parish Public School District scored well overall in comparison to state school performance,
achieving a “B” letter grade for the system, which is significantly higher than the overall state performance.

Scores for each public school follow below as of the 2020-2021 Louisiana Department of Education
assessments based on a 2018– 2019 period of performance:

45

Table 18.
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The 2022 high school graduation rate in St.
Tammany was 84%, which is consistent with the
state of Louisiana.  Per the University of
Nebraska’s Buffett Early Childhood Institute, 90
percent of a child’s brain is formed by the time
they turn six. The neural connections formed
during early childhood (before age 5) are
critically important for the future development of
a child and can highly impact their future
education, earnings, and health. 

47

Public and Private Schools in St. Tammany, 2022 

While the public and private school system
sufficiently serves the majority of school-age
children through high-school, there are limited
affordable educational options for children under
5. In rural areas located outside the immediate
vicinity of Mandeville, Covington, or Slidell, this
disparity is more pronounced.  Investments in
early childhood education are critical to both
positioning St. Tammany's children for future
success and supporting working families.

Map 14. 
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A Parish Connected to its
Neighbors

TRANSPORTATION IN OUR PARISH

Covering much of Lake Pontchartrain’s
Northshore, St. Tammany residents regularly
travel between St. Tammany Parish, Tangipahoa
Parish, Orleans Parish, and Mississippi.
Interstate-12, US Highway 190, and Louisiana
State Routes 21, 22, 25, and 41 all are vital to
residents' daily activities and livelihoods.  

The Louisiana Causeway connects St. Tammany
Parish with a direct connection to Jefferson
Parish, as an alternative gateway to the
Southshore from driving through the City of
Slidell. Although a changing transportation
landscape may be on the horizon, St. Tammany
Parish remains a community that drives to get
around because natural features of the
landscape and major transportation corridors
create an environment that encourages growth
across larger distances.

For those with limited access to transportation,
development that is spread over many miles
offers limited options in where to eat, shop for
groceries, access health care or find
employment. 

Over three quarters of parish residents
experience daily commute times greater than
30 minutes.  
Approximately 63.6% of parish residents
spend over 35 minutes commuting to work
each day and over an hour traveling to and
from work each day.
31.3% of parish residents are burdened with a
commute time of 60 minutes or more.

Larger distances require increased commuting
time and less flexible (or active) transportation
options (such as walking or riding a bicycle),
which can unintentionally promote daily,
pervasive sedentary habits. 

In another time when cars were only used for
leisurely drives, fans of Le Corbusier’s ‘Radiant
City’ would rejoice knowing that St. Tammany
Parish residents have a longer average daily
commute time than the rest of Louisiana by
approximately 15.8%. 

Today this higher daily average is less about
enjoyment and more a reflection that St.
Tammany residents are more likely to live far
from their jobs.  According to the U.S. Census, in
2021:

Home & Work: A Car-
Dependent Connection
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Image Credit: St. Tammany Parish Government
Image Description: People sitting on bench next to bikes
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With nearly a third of parish residents having a
daily commute of over an hour, it is likely that
either people are not able to live in their desired
location, or that they live exactly where they
would like to and their will to settle in that
community outweighs the desire to live close to
their place of employment.  

Source: United States Census Bureau. (2021). St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana [Chart]. United States Census Bureau

Source: United States Census Bureau. (2021). St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana. 
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Unfortunately, time spent driving to and from
work leaves less time for recreation and
enjoyment of the natural resources available to
St. Tammany residents, which can have negative
long-term impacts on the health and wellness of
the community.  Within the Parish, residents can
find natural waterways for swimming and
watersports, hunting grounds, and a regional
walking and bicycle trail.

Figure 13.

Figure 14.
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In 2021 the rate of households without access to a private automobile was disproportionately higher among
households that rent compared to owner-occupied households. 

Trends in Traffic Fatalities

Vehicle Access, 2021

Source: United States Census Bureau. (2021). Physical Housing Characteristics for Occupied Housing Units.

Source: Louisiana State University. (2023). Fatal Crash Report for St. Tammany Parish. 

Source: Louisiana State University. (2023). Fatal Crash Report for St. Tammany Parish. 
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Figure 15.

Figure 16.

Table 19. 
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Consistent with data in Figure 16, urban
trends around the globe showed a
decline in traffic fatality rates up until the
beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Unfortunately, for many communities
including St. Tammany Parish, 2020 was
one of the deadliest years for traffic
fatalities in recent memory. 

Though traffic fatalities have not
diminished over the past decade and in
2022 St. Tammany Parish experienced
traffic fatalities at rates consistent with
neighboring South Louisiana parishes,
fewer rates of driving while under the
influence (or DWI) undoubtedly makes
streets safer. As illustrated in Figure 17,
reports of DWI’s in St. Tammany Parish
show a declining trend since 2005.
Continued work in educational
campaigns and programs that
discourage unsafe driving habits will help
to continue to lower traffic fatalities and
drunk driving rates. 

Source: Louisiana State University. (2023). DWI Reports for St. Tammany Parish. 
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Figure 17.

Source: St. Tammany Parish Government
Image Description: St. Tammany roads
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To support the growing need for supportive
senior services, The Council on Aging currently
runs an on-demand transportation service for St.
Tammany Parish (called 'COAST') that helps
senior residents move to and from errands and
appointments within parish boundaries.
Participants can make an appointment 24 hours
in advance for a COAST vehicle to pick them up
and take them to where they would like to go. 

STARC (Services, Training, Advocacy, Resources,
and Community Connections) of Louisiana
provides a similar on-demand transportation
service to help people attend appointments and
reach services.  However, STARC is more narrowly
focused on residents with physical and mental
disabilities and includes transportation to areas
within the immediate surrounding parishes. 

Public Transportation

With the services provided by both The Council
on Aging and STARC, the movement of
individuals without access to private
automobiles remains an issue in St. Tammany
Parish due to increased auto-dependency in
South Louisiana. 

Vulnerable populations such as people with
mobility restrictions, previously incarcerated
individuals, and low-income residents, need to
get around the parish in order to fulfil the
requirements of their daily lives. While COAST and
STARC do provide some support, both programs
have limited eligibility for services and hours of
operation that may not align with the needs of
all. 

A standardized public transit system with
looping routes and longer hours would benefit
those in St. Tammany Parish who do not have
reliable private transportation. 
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Alternative Transportation
St. Tammany Parish is home to the Tammany
Trace – hike and bike trail stretching 31-miles.
Originally a corridor for the Illinois Central
Railroad, the repurpose of this retired rail line now
serves St. Tammany as a comfortable trail
dedicated to alternative modes of transportation.
The trail spans from downtown Covington,
through Abita Springs, Mandeville, Lacombe, and
ends in Slidell. The recreational trail not only
provides space for sport, but also for
transportation. Increasing costs associated with
owning a private automobile such as gas,
insurance, and maintenance, a lean towards
small personal adjustments that aid
environmental efforts, opportunities for greater
socialization, stress relief through movement,
and an enjoyment of the outdoors are all reasons
for why a person may be inclined to supplement
car trips with bicycle rides. However, in such car-
dependent communities common in the United
States, an individual or family’s options for
bicycle travel are often limited to where they feel
safe and comfortable enough to ride. Usually,
roads that are uncomfortable for people on
bicycles are designed to prioritize automobile
traffic and throughput. Conversely, roads that
prioritize bicycles are designed to calm traffic,
increase visibility, and account for vulnerable
uses. While the Tammany Trace is an excellent
example of trail-planning for active
transportation, much of the Parish is without a
connected active transportation network, leaving
people who already rely on bicycles as their main
form of transportation having to share streets
with cars and trucks on roads that were not
designed with a bicycle in mind. Projects that
include protected bicycle lanes, sidewalk
installations, bicycle rack installations, and
connecting bicycle-friendly routes are all ways
that St. Tammany Parish can increase the
likelihood of residents choosing to walk and ride
a bicycle as transportation, as well as improving
safety for residents who already rely on modes of
active transportation for their daily travel. 

Source: St. Tammany Parish Government
Image Description: St. Tammany Mobile Command bus



Understanding limitations involving
transportation options in St. Tammany Parish is
paramount when developing strategies for
improving parish mobility. With nearly one third
of residents spending 60 minutes or more
commuting each day, St. Tammany residents
have a commute time that is longer than the
average Louisianian’s. 

While the Tammany Trace remains a popular
recreational destination for the region and can
serve some of the parish as a transportation
route, St. Tammany Parish overwhelmingly drives
where they need to go.  Reliance on private
automobiles for travel leaves those without a car
at a disadvantage. 

St. Tammany Parish should adopt mobility
strategies that encourage equal access to
parish resources and services regardless of
whether a resident owns their own means of
private transportation.

St. Tammany Parish Government

Mobility Strategies

Continued support for COAST and STARC
operations.
Implementation of on-demand
transportation systems that benefit
communities who are not served by COAST or
STARC.
Development of a comprehensive
transportation plan that details parish
transportation goals, including the
development of a route-based public
transportation option. 

Mobility strategies include:

Source: OnlyInYourState
Image Description:  St. Tammany Trace
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Source: St. Tammany Parish Government
Image Description: Tammany Trace
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Lessons Learned: How St.
Tammany Parish Responded
to the Covid-19 Pandemic

DISASTER RECOVERY IN OUR PARISH

The Covid-19 pandemic exacerbated conditions
of economic uncertainty, housing vulnerabilities,
and health care disparities previously recognized
in the 2018 Community Needs Assessment. 

As previously noted in the housing section of this
Assessment, St. Tammany Parish’s population of
residents who are 60 years or older has grown by
10,000 residents (enough to fill the seating
capacity of Sidney Theriot stadium more than
three times over) over the past five years. People
65 and older have consistently accounted for a
larger share of COVID-19 deaths than those
younger than 65, and represented 88% of all
deaths (globally) in September 2022 [47].

Since the beginning of the pandemic, St.
Tammany Parish has had an average of 26 new
cases of Covid-19 per day, with a total of
approximately 90,908 cases, and 939 reported
deaths resulting from Covid-19, which is at least 1
in 278 residents [48].

Fortunately, 91% of St. Tammany residents
received both doses of a Covid-19 vaccination,
and 64% of the same age group have received at
least one additional booster dose. Across all age
groups in St. Tammany Parish, 58% of residents
have received two doses of the original Covid-
19 vaccine, and 25% of residents have received at
least one booster dose [49].

While educational and vaccine distribution
campaigns can support increased vaccination
and booster rates among the Parish's most
vulnerable, additional housing insecurities
resulting from the sunset of federal rental
subsidy programs should be addressed
through transition planning and capacity
building supportive services. 

Federal rental assistance programs responded
to residents' increased housing and economic
instability as rent prices continued to climb
alongside massive business closures during the
height of the COVID 19-pandemic (refer to the
housing section of this Assessment for more
detail).
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[47] Freed, et. al., 2022, Deaths Among Older Adults Due to COVID-19 Jumped During the
Summer of 2022 Before Falling Somewhat in September.
[48] New York Times. (2023). What's going on with Covid right now?
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/04/24/well/live/covid-cases-deaths-spring.html
[49] Ibid. 

Programs that include grocery and
essential needs shopping for the elderly
and disabled during a pandemic.
Programs that address the "digital
divide" through educational classes or
supportive services that improve the
digital literacy or help overcome digital
literacy challenges during a pandemic,
which can be an exceedingly difficult
when life is abruptly moved online over
in-person events or appointments.

Federal programs aimed to reduce
anticipated increases in housing instability,
and thus reduce anticipated increases in
the number of unhoused people.  Even with
these federal programs, St. Tammany
Parish witnessed an increase in unhoused
parishioners after the Covid-19 pandemic,
which has strained limited resources and
organizations who support these
populations, isolating a need for additional
targeted support.

For the households reliant on STRAP (St.
Tammany Rental Assistance Program)
funds to subsidize monthly housing costs,
difficult choices lie ahead with this
program's sunset planned in 2023. 
 Programs that provide direct and
effective transition planning and
capacity building supportive services to
households anticipating increased
housing instability in 2024 are needed. 

Other adaptation strategies to consider to
support the most vulnerable in the event of
another heightened Covid-19 response
include:

Finally, successful programs deployed during
and immediately after the height of COVID-19
should be regularly reviewed and kept current
for future use and reference.

By strengthening programs that support
adaptation and acknowledge ways to make
residents more resilient to shocks in changing
daily routines, the Parish can learn from and be
better prepares to face the next pandemic or
disaster.



APPENDIX A: COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
Desire Line LLC developed a written survey
together with the St. Tammany Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS) to enable St.
Tammany residents to participate in the
Community Needs Assessment. The purpose of the
written survey was to encourage Parish residents to
define and rank their own priorities, focused on
those issue areas (housing, economic development,
transportation, and health) that are generally
eligible for funds through Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Entitlement funding. The
written survey was developed using surveys
conducted for prior Community Needs
Assessments and tailored to current events,
including the Covid-19 global pandemic. 

The survey was published online and advertised
through the St. Tammany Parish Facebook Page and
through a series of events with local service
providers, including the St. Tammany Parish
Resource Round-Up and the St. Tammany
Commission on Families. Desire Line LLC produced
1,500 stickers containing a QR code that provided a
link to the survey and provided them to social
service providers at the community events, to the
Parish government to hand out during interactions
with the public, and to the St. Tammany Parish
Parole Office. The link to the survey was also
distributed to St. Tammany Parish Officials, to the
Parole Office, and to Resource Round-Up service
providers via their listserv. 

Paper copies of the survey were distributed to each
branch of the St. Tammany Parish Library system
and to the Parole Office. The survey was available
online and in paper format between February 1 and
February 28, although the online link was not
formally closed until March 15. 

In total, 90 participants completed the survey.
Paper copies were collected at the end of the
survey period, then added to an online database
managed by Desire Line. All survey results were
aggregated and average results are available below.
When open-ended questions were asked, samples
of typical survey responses are also available
below. 

The complete results are included in the appendix.

Community Survey

St. Tammany Parish Government

Desire Line LLC and the St. Tammany Department
of Grants developed a one-page flyer summarizing
the Community Needs Assessment (next page).
Copies were handed out at the St. Tammany
Commission on Families and at stakeholder events
in the Parish, such as the April 26, 2023 Leadership
St. Tammany Alumni Foundation Spring Revisited
Breakfast. 

In June 2023, the St. Tammany Department of
Grants placed an ad in the St. Tammany Farmer, the
Parish newspaper of record. The ad publicized two
community meetings and encouraged public
comment to be submitted to the Grants
Department via email or mail. The meetings were
held in the east and west of the Parish in order to
be maximally accessible. 

Public Comment Hearing #1 
3:30 pm on July 10, 2023
Koop Council Chambers
21490 Koop Drive, Mandeville, LA 
 
Public Comment Hearing #2
3:30 pm on July 12, 2023
5th Floor Council Chambers
St. Tammany Parish Government Complex
520 Old Spanish Trail, Slidell, LA 70458

No public comment was submitted during the
public comment period. Survey results, however,
are available as part of this appendix. 

Public Comment Period

Comments and Themes

Among those surveyed, 73.3% have lived in St.
Tammany Parish for more than 15 years. 
Respondents to the survey skewed above the
parish median income. 48.9% (44 respondents)
had an annual household income of more than
$100,000 per year. The parish median income
in 2021 was $66,582.

The survey data was reviewed and the following
themes were identified. This summary does not
limit or edit views provided by participants. There
were no comments or views that were not
accepted. All comments submitted to the
community survey are documented in the complete
results located in this appendix. 

Participant Demographic Themes
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74.4% of respondents reported that they had
received a Bachelor's degree or higher. This
statistic skews much higher than that of the
overall population; according to U.S. Census
data, between 2017 - 2021 an estimated 36.4%
of the population had earned a Bachelor's
degree or higher. 
75.6% of respondents reported owning their
own home. 

Affordable housing. Many respondents
reported that it is becoming increasingly
unaffordable to live in the Parish, citing the
rising cost of rent, the difficulty of financing a
starter home, and the rocketing costs of
insurance. Some respondents expressed a
desire to limit affordable housing development. 

 This data suggests that future outreach events
should be geared toward a broader swath of St.
Tammany's population, perhaps by tabling at
community events or making announcements or
advertisements through community centers or
churches. 

Summary of Comment Themes
Broadly, respondents expressed several categories
of concerns:

St. Tammany Parish Government

"I just know we need more
affordable housing. As an
employer, many of my staff
come from Tangi,
Washington and Hancock.
They can't afford to live here.”

More diverse housing options. Some
respondents mentioned needing "multiple
levels of housing," including "mid-range
apartment rental[s]," "quality, new
manufactured homes" and "long term
supportive housing for people living with mental
illness."
Flood insurance. For a question in which
residents were asked to rank housing
development needs in the Parish, homeowners'
and flood insurance costs were ranked as the
highest priority need. In open-ended questions,
respondents repeatedly flagged flood insurance
as a major problem. As one respondent said,
"The greatest challenge facing most people will
be the insurance crisis. Insurance rates have
increased substantially for many in the past
year and it's going to continue to increase in the
next several years.”

Improved transportation infrastructure. Many
respondents emphasized increased congestion
on the roads, and the need to improve
transportation infrastructure before building
additional developments. In a question about
types of infrastructure that require
improvement, the majority of respondents
marked "street & road improvements" over
other infrastructure projects, such as bridges or
stormwater management. 
Mental health and substance abuse services.
Respondents mentioned housing for people in
need of mental health and substance abuse
services and ranked mental health services and
services for those in crisis as the services
needed most for residents of the Parish. 
Effects of the Covid-19 Pandemic. In a question
about how the Covid-19 Pandemic affected
residents, 31.8% of respondents reported harm
to their physical or mental health or that of their
family. 18.8% of respondents reported
experiencing job loss during the pandemic. 
Additional recreational options. In survey
questions about community and public
facilities, St. Tammany residents marked youth
centers and pedestrian walking paths as major
priorities for additional recreational
opportunities. 

Where do respondents live?
Map 15 on page 57 shows a heat map of respondent
zip codes. Responses were primarily submitted
from incorporated areas of the Parish, such as
Slidell and Covington. For future outreach,
attention should be paid to increasing input from
rural areas of the Parish, particularly to the north.

All survey responses are included after Map 15, as
well as a copy of the one-page informational flyer
distributed at events.  

"Too much development, too
fast. Traffic is a major issue. I
support a moratorium on large
residential subdivisions. We
don't have the infrastructure in
place to handle the residents
we have now.”
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Map 15.
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Economic Development

While St. Tammany enjoys relatively low
unemployment rates, low-to-moderate income
Parish residents appear to travel farther
distances for work, have limited childcare
support, and less time for leisure and family.

St. Tammany Parish 
Community Needs Assessment

Housing

Healthcare

Education

Affordable housing options for first
time homebuyers and the aging
population are a high priority need
parish wide. Contributing factors
include but are not limited to (1)
housing supply does not yet meet the
demand for residential units (right),
resulting in families facing prohibitively
high housing prices both to purchase
homes and to rent units, and (2) rising
flood and homeowners' insurance rates
contribute to increased cost burdens.

What is a Community Needs Assessment?
St. Tammany Parish Government's Department of Health & Human Services & Department of
Grants receives federal grants from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (or
HUD) that require regular comprehensive community assessments to inventory community
needs and available resources and partners. The information collected and analyzed as part
of the Community Needs Assessment supports local grant program scoping, development,
and funding decision-making for years to come.  Key findings of the draft Community Needs
Assessment are summarized below to support public review and comment.

There remains a need for mental,
behavioral health, and substance

abuse services in the Parish.  While
there has been an increase in

Federally Qualified Health Clinics
(low-cost clinics) in the Parish in

recent years, such as the
development and expansion of the

Safe Haven facility, a significantly
high rate of suicide and drug

overdose deaths in the parish
suggest there is more work to be

done.

The St. Tammany Parish school system receives high state ratings and generally serves 
residents well; however, there remains significant gaps in services provided for early 

childhood education and childcare. Subsidized or low-cost early childhood education should 
be prioritized as strong programs can support household income and stability

 
Learn more at:  STPGOV.org/CDBG.
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